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The 3rd DESINNO Capacity Building Session hosted by University of 

AEGEAN Concludes Successfully By: Vasiliki Nikolakopoulou, UAEGEAN

The University of the Aegean offered a multifaceted 

lecturing cycle during the DESINNO capacity building 

programme in December 2020, to cover the main aspects 

of interaction design, ranging from theory to practical 

examples and case studies. Unfortunately, due to COVID 

restrictions, the programme had to run online, and the 

wishfulness to meet in person became even bigger among 

the participants. Thanks to a selection of online platforms 

and tools, such as Zoom, Slack, and YouTube, lecturers 

and experts could work together daily, synchronously and 

asynchronously. The lecturers of UAEGEAN provided the 
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members from the Indian Universities with a two-week 

programme where they were able to reect on the 

theoretical foundations and practices, carry out their co-

working activities, and discover potential implementation 

to their University courses and Laboratories. The 

programme was dedicated to Interaction Design, its 

relation to HCI and Design process, and integrated 

product design, all linked to the DESINNO project goals 

and requirements.

The presentations and dialogue on the selected theoretical 



issues, implemented examples, and co-working 

activities were designed to offer inspiration and 

insights to both the lecturers and the Indian experts. 

The aim was to make the best out of a capacity-

building meeting and support both sides to mutually 

identify and envisage possible synergies among their 

research infrastructures, academia, and industrial 

partners. 

Through mini assignments, the experts could test 

hands-on experience, focusing on usability studies 

and heuristic evaluation in the local setting, while 

implementing their empirical conclusions in the 

framework of DESINNO. Moreover, during the 

introduction to integrated product design, lab 

equipment and representative case studies from 

research projects and students’ work from 

UAEGEAN were presented to participants to bring 

examples and new ideas for the design and 

fabrication labs that will be created in the Indian HEIs.

The overall experience of the 3rd capacity building 

session was a rewarding one and on the basis of the 

sessions which lasted for 10 days, nal pitches were 

presented by participating faculties from WUD, IIIT-D 

and RIMT on the last day.

Webinar for Dissemination and Awareness of DESINNO Project 

Organised Online by RIMT University By: Dr Rajiv Kumar Maheshwary, RIMT University and Dr Sara 

Reimers, Brunel University London

On 28th January 2021, RIMT University hosted the rst 

online DESINNO webinar. The event, titled Contemporary 

Design Education: The New Future, featured a panel of 

experts and was attended by over six hundred people.

The event began with an address from the chair, Rajiv 

Kumar Maheshwary of RIMT University, which explored the 

importance of design in today’s world and introduced the 

panel of expert speakers. We then heard presentations 

from Philip Azariadis (University of the Aegean), Arianna 

Vignati (Politecnico Milano), and Busayawan Lam (Brunel 

University London). The presentations showcased the 

work undertaken by the DESINNO team so far, sharing 

research ndings, considering the core principles of 

design education, and offering examples of innovative 

approaches to online learning activities.

We were honoured to be joined at the webinar by Dr R 

Ramanan, the Mission Director of NITI Aayog. Dr Ramanan 

spoke of the importance of entrepreneurship to India’s 

economy and the need to empower young people to use 

design to forge new paths.

The DESINNO team are in the process of organising a 

second webinar. If you would like to know more, please 

make sure you follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook, and 

Twitter.

SAVE THE DATE
The next dissemination webinar will be held on

25th June (Friday) 4 pm IST on the topic of

Future Design Education: Interplay of Technology, 

Creativity & Communication.

Pre-register on desinno@aegean.gr

to receive the link.



The 5th International Management Meeting of DESINNO Project is held 

Online By: The Editorial Team

The 5th International Management Meeting of DESINNO 

Project was held online on 25–26 February 2021, due to 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. All 

seven partners attended the meeting 

virtually. The meeting started using Zoom 

with Philip Azariadis from UAEGEAN 

welcoming all partners and introducing the 

agenda.

The partners were informed that Dr. Shujoy 

Chakrabor ty,  Ass is tant  Professor, 

University of Madeira, Portugal has been 

hired for the position of the external 

evaluator by the UAEGEAN. 

The project partners took up discussions 

s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t 

administration and documentation of the 

project. UAEGEAN presented the progress 

of the project so far emphasizing on the 

actions on purchase of equipment and integrating the new 

labs into the Indian HEI’s.

Meeting with the Project Ofcer 
By: The Editorial Team

A meeting with the project ofcer was arranged 

through Zoom on February 25, 2021. Through a short 

presentation she was apprised about the project 

progress so far, explaining the workarounds with the 

capacity building sessions, the dissemination activities 

and the equipment purchase. 

Brunel University Concludes Work on Development of Improved Design 

Courses By: Dr Busayawan Lam and Dr Sara Reimers, Brunel University London

One of the key outcomes of the DESINNO project will be 

improved design courses. Over the last few months 

Brunel, in collaboration with other EU partners, has been 

working closely with colleagues at IIIT-D, RIMT, and WUD to 

update and develop new and existing courses. 

The work began with a benchmarking exercise. To ensure 

an international focus for the courses, we explored best-

practice in the elds of Product Design, Service Design and 

Digital Design.  Analysis considered how courses are 

structured, their pedagogical approach, relevant 

afliations or accreditations, connections with industry, 

and any other relevant details. The next step was to build 

on DESINNO’s Courses Materials Report and to outline the 

specic improvements to the existing courses that will be 

made. As part of this process we drafted pedagogical 

materials, such as an improved syllabus, tutor guidance, 

and resource overview, which can be used by tutors on the 

courses. The Brunel team worked closely with each Indian 

partner institute to ensure that the proposed changes were 

appropriate for the specic educational context and drew 

on local knowledge. Project partners at the University of 

the Aegean and POLIMI who delivered relevant capacity 

building programmes also reviewed the proposed course 

syllabuses and contributed to the guidance materials. 

Sections of these new courses have already been rolled 

out by some institutions and have been well-received by 

the staff and students engaging with the material. 

Evaluation activities will be undertaken to ensure that the 

improved courses continue to meet the needs of staff and 

students.



The establishment of the design and manufacture 

labs in the Indian HEIs is a central pillar of the 

DESINNO project. The establishment of the National 

policy on design coupled with the opening of many 

design focused institutions paint a picture of the ‘next 

big thing’ in the country. Translating the broad and 

abstract vision of the National Design Policy into 

actionable interventions is a challenge that needs to 

be cultivated slowly with respect to the local 

differences and capacities. The design and 

manufacture labs are a step in this direction. We feel 

that the adoption of this community of practice 

approach rooted in the design and innovation 
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centers in Indian universities has this capacity. To 

bring together design professionals, grassroots 

innovators, and students, creating a higher degree of 

adoption of design thinking throughout Indian 

society.

The labs are geared to be centres of design 

community that undertakes the monumental 

undertaking of enabling the emergence and 

maturation of Indian Design. Firstly, leveraging the 

professional design capacity and know-how of Indian 

HEIs we strive to create a wider enabling ecosystem 

and secondly, through a social innovation approach 

aims to foster the emergence 

of creative communities of 

makers creating a system of 

distributed micro production 

and appropriation in local 

c o n t e x t s .  T h e  e x i s t i n g 

organisations supporting, 

disseminating, and scaling up 

grassroots innovation in a 

local, extreme affordability 

context are strengthened 

through the makers and 

designers co-existing in the 

design and innovation labs. 

I m p o r t i n g  i n n o v a t i v e 

solutions is an expensive 

endeavour, by scaling up 

grassroots innovation in an 

extreme affordability mindset 

n o t  o n l y  c r e a t e s  m o r e 

competitive products but 

simultaneously increases the 

local design capacities and 

culture as well as creating 

jobs in the production sector. 

Work Starts on Establishment of Design & Innovation Centers at 

WUD, IIIT-D & RIMT Universities By: Spyros Bofylatos, UAEGEAN
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